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recorded. The cost-of-living adjustment an-
nounced today ensure that Social Security
benefits will continue to be an essential part
of retirement and family security for all
Americans.

This year we have an historic opportunity
to protect and strengthen Social Security, se-
curing it for future generations of retirees.
At a minimum, we should agree on a down-
payment on reform by passing a Social Secu-
rity lockbox that extends the life of Social
Security to about 2050 and pays down the
debt by 2015. I remain committed to working
with Congress to move forward in this area.

Statement on Senate Action To Block
Campaign Finance Reform
Legislation
October 19, 1999

Once again, a minority in the Senate has
blocked bipartisan campaign finance reform.
The failure of the Senate to adopt real reform
is a victory for the politics of cynicism, and
it leaves unchecked the influence of
moneyed special interests. I will not let the
Senate’s inaction deter us from our goal,
which is to restore the public’s faith in our
political system. That is why I will continue
to fight for passage of real, comprehensive
campaign finance reform like that passed re-
cently by the House. The people of this coun-
try want reform, and the Senate cannot stand
in their way forever.

Statement on the Vote in Indonesia
To Accept the East Timor
Referendum Results
October 19, 1999

I welcome the historic decision by the Peo-
ple’s Consultative Assembly of Indonesia to
accept the results of the August 30 referen-
dum in East Timor. The assembly’s un-
equivocal action shows respect for the will
of the people of East Timor. It is also an
important step forward in Indonesia’s own
democratic transformation, which the United
States strongly supports.

Of course, much work remains to make
sure that East Timor’s transition succeeds.
In the wake of the assembly’s decision, the

United Nations must establish a transition
administration leading to East Timor’s full
independence. And Indonesia must take the
necessary steps to ensure the safe return of
all displaced East Timorese, including allow-
ing the international community full access
to displaced persons in west Timor.

The United States is committed to helping
the people of East Timor not only obtain the
legal recognition of independence but also
develop the institutions they need to thrive
as an independent state. We are equally de-
termined to help Indonesia achieve its goal
of lasting democracy and prosperity. Today’s
action will bring both goals closer to fruition.

Statement on House Action on the
‘‘Work Incentives Improvement Act’’
October 19, 1999

I am extremely pleased that the House,
by an overwhelming bipartisan vote today,
passed legislation that will remove barriers
to work for Americans with disabilities. To-
day’s impressive vote for the ‘‘Work Incen-
tives Improvement Act’’ sends a strong signal
that all Americans, including people with dis-
abilities, should have the opportunity to
work. Now I call on Congress to finish the
job so more Americans can start to work.

My administration has helped create more
than 19 million new jobs in the last 61⁄2 years,
and unemployment is at a 29-year low. Yet
almost three out of four Americans with se-
vere disabilities who want to work are not
working. Since taking office, I have made
empowering and promoting the independ-
ence of people with disabilities a priority.
Central to this effort is taking down barriers
to work for people with disabilities. One of
the biggest barriers these Americans face is
the fear of losing their health insurance when
they get a job. Under current law, many peo-
ple with disabilities cannot work and keep
their Medicaid or Medicare coverage, creat-
ing a tremendous disincentive to work.

The ‘‘Work Incentives Improvement Act’’
would help ensure that people with disabil-
ities do not lose their health care when they
gain a job. It would give workers with disabil-
ities the option to buy into Medicaid and
would extend Medicare coverage for people
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with disabilities who return to work. The
‘‘Work Incentives Improvement Act’’ also
modernizes the vocational rehabilitation sys-
tem by creating a ‘‘ticket’’ that enables an
SSI or SSDI beneficiary to go to either a
public or private provider of vocational reha-
bilitation.

In my State of the Union Address, 9
months ago, I urged the Congress to make
this historic legislation a top priority, and I
fully funded it in the budget I sent to Con-
gress. Like the House, the Senate has over-
whelmingly passed the ‘‘Work Incentives Im-
provement Act,’’ thanks to the leadership of
Senators Jeffords, Kennedy, Roth, and
Moynihan. The bill that passed today has
flaws. These include limitations on the health
options and inadequate and problematic fi-
nancing provisions, particularly one affecting
student loans. I urge the Congress to address
these issues this year and send me this legis-
lation. Americans with disabilities who want
to work should not have to wait any longer
for that opportunity.

Notice—Continuation of Emergency
With Respect to Significant Narcotics
Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 19, 1999

On October 21, 1995, by Executive Order
12978, I declared a national emergency to
deal with the unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States con-
stituted by the actions of significant foreign
narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia,
and the unparalleled violence, corruption,
and harm that they cause in the United States
and abroad. The order blocks all property
and interests in property of foreign persons
listed in an Annex to the order, as well as
foreign persons determined to play a signifi-
cant role in international narcotics trafficking
centered in Colombia, to materially assist in,
or provide financial or technological support
for or goods or services in support of, the
narcotics trafficking activities of persons des-
ignated in or pursuant to the order, or to
be owned or controlled by, or to act for or
on behalf of, persons designated in or pursu-
ant to the order. The order also prohibits any

transaction or dealing by United States per-
sons or within the United States in such
property or interests in property. Because the
activities of significant narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia continue to threaten
the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States and to cause
unparalleled violence, corruption, and harm
in the United States and abroad, the national
emergency declared on October 21, 1995,
and the measures adopted pursuant thereto
to respond to that emergency, must continue
in effect beyond October 21, 1999. There-
fore, in accordance with section 202(d) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), I am continuing the national emer-
gency for 1 year with respect to significant
narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 19, 1999.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:16 p.m., October 19, 1999]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on October 20.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to
Significant Narcotics Traffickers
Centered in Colombia
October 19, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the
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